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HO that antique Stories reads. \ Fe 


co MELDRUM 
Conſider tnay the famous | 
Ofour hoble Progenitours, 1%4 


Which $hould to us beta great mirrouts 


Their vertuous deeds toenſhe, : 6.0 
And vicious living to eſchew: 94 
Such men been pat in memory, 

That death should not confound -_ gloay? 
Howbeit their bodies was abſent, - 

Their vertuous deeds been preſent. 


Poets their honor to advance, 
Have put them to rememberance. 
Some write of preclare Conquerors 
d ſome of yaliant Emperors, - 
id ſome of noble mighty Kings, Ty: 
That royally did rule their teigns : FEI 7 
{4 ſome ofcha hamgicns CCC LOn $44 bo 


Chat boldly did 
Phich valiantlydid ſtand in tour, 
be he ug no worry Lo $2 

ad ſome ofsS $4do $, ; WY 
hat wondroull wrought in thei weeds. -'* ba 
ome write of Jeedsamorous, * ” 7" jw. 
ks Chancer wrote of Troylus, ;: ba 
tow that he loved Creſfida, "4 EE 
dflaſon and of Medea. — 
ith help of Cleo1 intend, SLOEEDN 
d Minerve would me fapience fend, ++, bas 

oble Squyertodeſcrive, it EA 
/ hoſe doughty deeds during his IM, {34 5 
now my lelt, therefore l writes * - 4x 1 

0 all his deeds I dateendite, | Se 

nd fecrets which 1 did not knowy 
hat noble Squyer did me Shows 
A 2 


- So lintendthe beſt 1 can, | 

- Deſcrive the deeds and the man, 
© Whoſe youth did occupy in love, 

: tly without reprovye, 

- Who did as An _ </ _ deeds, 

« As any onethat men ot reads. 

” Which Poets put in 96> 


-For the exalting oftheir EP 
| enters, think as God me fave, 
- :Heshowld have place among the lave 


That his page e Should not ſmure 
» -Confidering what he did endure, 
+ - Oft-times for his Ladies ſake. 
'-Twotſire Lancelot Dulake, 
| Ow he did love King Atthurs wife, 
: Foughtnevefr better with ſmord or knife, 
*For his Lady'in no battle, 
' Norhadnothalfſo "_ . < —— 
'?The verity who lik 
His love was an i 
Anddurſt not come into her light, 
'Butlikean howlat in the night, 
With this Squyre it ſtood not ſo, 
"His Lady lov'd him; and no mo. 
Husband nor Lemman.had she none, 
And ſoshe had her love alone, 
-I'think it is no happy life, 
A mantolye with his Maſters wife, 
. As did Lancelot: thus 1 conclude, 
Of ſuch amour could come no good. 
Now to my purpoſe will I paſs, 
-And show hes the Squyer was 
A =>homguian ofScotland born 
SO was his fatherhim beforn : 
-. Of Nobleslinally deſcended, 
' Which their good famehave cver defended, 
Good William Meldrum he was named, 
'* Whoſe honour never was defamed ; 
Stalwart and ſtour in every trife, 
; -And born within the shire of Fife; 
*To Cleish and Bins right heritoux 
food for love ia many a (tour. 
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of Squyer Meldrum.. 


He was but twenty years of age, 

When he began his v ; 
Proportionat well of mid ftatour, 
Fiery and wight , and mightendure. 
Overſet with travel night and day, 
Right hardy both in earneſt and play, - 
Blyth in countenance, right fair in face, 
And ſtood ay well in his grace: 
For he was wonder amiable : 

And his deeds right honourable; 

And ay his honourto advance, _., 
InE d firſt and then in Franc, 
And his manhood did afſail, .. 


} Vnder the Kings great Admiral:  * 


Where the gu navie of Scotland, 


{ Paſtto the ſea againſt England.” 


And as they paft by Ireland coat, 
The Admina land his hoaft 
And ſet Craigftergus into fare, 


{| And ſaved neither barn nor byre : 
1 It was great pity forto hear, 


Ofche people the bailful chear : 
And how the land folk were ſpuili 


I Fair women under foot were tuilicd. 


But this young Squyer bold and wight, 
Saved all women where he mighrz_ 
All Priefts and Friers he did fave, 

Till at the laſt he did perceive 

Behind a garden amiable, 


1 A womans voice laraentable : 


And on that voice he followed faſt, 
ee 

as She was 
T women of wier were herbeforn, 
Which were right cruel men and keeny 


I Parting there e ſpoilyiethem beprean; 


A fairer woman nor she was, 
Je had not ſeen in any place: 
efore him on her knees she fell, 
Saying for him that herried h 
Help me ſweet fir, Lam a Maid. 
Then ſoftly to the menire ſaid... 
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The H iftory 


11:1 pray you give again herſark, 
'F And take to you all other wark. 
+ Her Kirtle was of Scarlet red, 
Ofgold a Garland on her head, 
Decored with Enamelyne, , 
Belt and Brotches of filyer fyne. 

Of yellow taffaty was her fark, 

Begirded all with bi oidered wark, 

Right craftily with gold and filk. 

Then faid the Lady white as milk, 

Except mny fark nothing I crave, 

'# Let them go hence with all the lave. 

'} - Quoththey to her by Saint Fillane, 

| - Ofthisye get nothing again, 

'Þ- Then ſaid the Squyer courteoully, 

'* Good friends I pray you heartfully, 

{+ If ye be worthy men of weir, 

Reſtoreto her again her geir, 

- Or by great God that all hath wrought, 
Thar ſpoylic $hall be full dear bought: 
Quoth they to him, we thee defy, 

And drew their (words right haftily, 
And fſtrake at him with ſo greatire, 

# Thatfrom the Harnefſe flew the fie, 

| With dints ſo derfly at him dang, 

That he was neverin ſuch a thrang: 

But he him manfully defended, 

: And wirh a boult on them he bended, 

- And hatthe one upon the head, 

# Thatto the ground he fell down dead. 

{ Forte the teeth he did'him cleave, 

 Lethimlye there with a miſchiet: . 

' Then with the other hand for hand, 

He beat on him with his birneft brand :; 
The other was both ſtout and ſtrang. 
And then the Squyer wrought great wonder, 
= ly his ſpear did shake in ſunder. 
Then forth he drew a sharp dager, 

* And did him cleik by the coller : 

|{ Andevenatthecoller bine, 

At the firſt ſtraik he hath him Alain, 
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C{er1y0 Meldrtm 


Yet wasthe Squyer hail and ſoynd - 
For why? he was ſo well enarmed, 
He eſcaped from them unharmed : 
And when he ſaw they were both ſlain, 
He to the Lady paſt again, 

Where she ſtood naked on the bent, 
And ſaid, take your habulyment. 

And she him thanked full humbly, 
And put her cloaths on full ſpeedily : 
Then kiſſed he the Lady fair, 

. Andtook his leave at her but mair, 

By that the taberne and trumpet blew, 
And every man to ship-boord drew : 
That Lady was dolent in heart, 

From time she ſaw he would depart, 
That her relieved of her harms, 

And hint the Squyer into her arms : 
And faid, will ye bidein this land, 

I shall you take to mine Husband : 
Though I be caſten nowin care, f 

I am quoth she, my fathers heir, 

The which may ſpend WG R——_ round, 
Of yearly rent a thouſan —_ : 

With that she heartily Cid him kiſs, 

Are ye, faid she, content ofthis? * 
Ofthat, ſaid he, I would be fain, 

1f1 might in this Realm remain :; 

But I'muſt firſt paſſe into France, 

So when 1 come again perchance, 

And after that the peace be made, 

To maxry you I will beglad: 

Farewel), I may not longer tarry,+ 

I pray God keep you and ſweet Maty, 
Then gave she him a love toking, 

A rich Rubie ſetina ring: 

I am, quoth she, at your command, 
With you to paſs into Scotland. 

I thank you —_— —_ he, 
Yeare over young to fail the ſea, 
And ſpecially of men with weir 
Ofthat, quoth she, take yeno fear : 
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[I chail inecloati in mens cloathes, 
: And go with you whereever you pleaſe : 
© Should1 now leave my Paramour, 

'F That ſaved my life and honour ? 

'T Lady, 1fay you in certaln, 

*You shall have love for love again, 
Truly unto my lifes end, 

| Farewell, to God 1you commend. 
- With that into his boat he paſt, 

& Andtothe Ship he rowed ft, 


This Navy with the Admiral, 

And landed into bold Britain : 

This Admiral was Ear] of Arran, 

"Which was both wiſe and valiant, 

'& Of the blood Royal of Scotland : 
Accompanied with many aKnight, 


Amonegſtthe leave this young Squyre, 
Was with him right familiar bs 
And through his vertuous diligence, 
| Ofthat Lord he gotſuch credance, *' 
| That when hedid his courage ken, 
Gave him cure of five hundred men._ 
Which wereto him obedient, 
{ Ready at his commandement, 
It were too long for to declare, 
| Thedaughty deeds that he did there, 
Becauſe he was ſo couragious, 
Ladies ofhim were amorous, - 
He wasa Menzeon for a Dame, 
Meck in a chamber like alamb, * 
” Biltin the field like a Champiaen, 
KRamping like a wild Lion: 
- Well praQticked with ſpicr and shield, 
- And with the fearemoſtinthe field; * 
- No Chiftain wasamongthem all, 
" Inexpences more liberal : 
In every play he wan the Prize, 
With that he was vertuous and wiÞ, 
And-ſe becauſe he was well proved, 
- With every man he was well loved. 
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Then weighed they Anchors and made ſail, 


Which wereright daughty men and wight, 
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Of Squyer Meldrum. 


= time at Calais was lyand, 
etriumphant ordinance, * 
Making War on the Realm of France, 
The King of France his great Army, 
Lay near hard by in Prcardie, 


T Where either other did affail, 


How beit there was no ſet battel. 


1 And there wasdayly skirmishing, 


Where men ofarms brake many ſting; 


{ Whenthe Squyre Me/drww 


Were told thir novels all and fome, 

He thought he would vifit the wears, 
And wailed forth an hundreth 

And foot-mef which were bold and tour, 
The moſt worthy of all his rout.  .- 
When he came te the King of France, *. 
He was ſoon put in ordinance: 

Right ſo were all his Company, 

That waited on him continually. 
There was into the Englizh hoſt, 

A Champion that blew great boaſt, 

He was a ſtout man and a ftrang, 

Whilk boaſtwould with hiS condu@ gahg, 
Out through the great army of France, 
His valiantneſs for to advance: 

And maſter Talbert was his name, 

Of Scots and French did ſpeak diſdain ; 
And on his bonnetus'd towear, 
Offflyer fine tokens of weer. 

A Proclamation he make, 

That he would for his Ladies ſake, 
With any gentleman of France, 
To fight with him with ſpear or lance. 
But no French man in all thatland, 
With him durſt battel hand for hand, 
Then like a warriour valiand, 
Heentered in the Scottish band , 

And when the Squyre Meidrum, 


4 Heardtell this Champion was come, 


Right haſtily he paſt him till, 


Demanding him what — 1 
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The "Hiftory 


Forſooth I can find none, quoth he, 
On hor{eor foot dare fight with me. 


 Thenſaid he, It were greatshame, 


Without battel ye should turn hame, 
Therefore to God x make ayow, 

The morn my ſelf shal fight with you, 
Either on horſe back or on foot, 

Your craks I Count them notacoot. 

I shal be found into the field, ; 
Armed on horſe with ſpear and $hield, -_. » 
Maſter Talbert ſaid, ws bas child; 
It were more like that tirou were 
Thou art fo young, and hath no Weht 
To fight with me that am ſo wight; + 


-, To ſpeak to me thou should have fear, 
"For 1 have ſuch praftick in wear, + 


'That1 would not effeired be, 
To make debate againſt ſuch three; 
For I haye ſtood in many a tour, 


. And ay deflnded my honour. 


Wherefore my bairn 1 counſel thee, 
Such enterpriſes to let be. | 
Then ſaid the Squyer to the Knight, 
I grant you are both bold and wight : 
Young Dayid was far leſs then 1, 
When he with Golias manfully, 
Withoutten either ſpear or $hield 
He fought and flew him inthe field. 
I truſt that God hal be my guide, 
And give me grace to ſtanch thy pride; 
Thoughthou be great like Gwo Mackmoran, 
Truſt mel shal thee meet the morn, 
Beſide Montrule upon the green, 
Beforenine hours I shal be ſeen: 
And ifyewin me in the held, 
Both horſe and gear I'shal you yeeld. 
So thatfiklike you do to me, 
Thatsbal 1go indeed, quoth he, 
© Andihexeto1 give thee mine hand, 
And ſo between them madea band, 
That they should meet upon the morn, 
But Tathert made at him butſcom:; 
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4 Lightliandhim with words of Pride, 
{ Syn homeward to his hoſtcan ride, 


-| Reported was the verity, 


Of Squy:r Meldium, 


And shew the brethren of the land, 
How a young Scot had tane op. hand, 
Te fight with him beſide Montrule, 
But 1 truſt he $hall prove a fool. 


; = they the morn that shall we ken, 
T 


e Scats are known right hardy men : 
Quoth he, I count him not a coor, 
He Shall return wupon his foot, 
And leave with me hisarmor bright, 


. For well I wot he hath no might, 


On horſe or ſoot to fight with me, 
_ they the morn that Shall we ſee: 
When to the Monſieur d'Aubignie, , 


How that the Squyer had tane in hand, 
To fight with Talbert hand for hand, 
His great © he did commend, 
Syn haſtily r him ſend. 


4 And when ke before the Lord. 


ſhe verity he did record, 
ow forthe honour of Scotland, 
hat battel he had tane in hand: 
And ſen it gives mein my heart, 


4 GetIan horſe to take my part, 


4 My truſtis ſointo Gods grace, 
#4 Toleave him lyingin 


that yrachs 
Howbeit he ſtalwart be an , 


4 My Lord, ofhim 1 hayenodoubt. 


Then ſent the Lord out through the land, 
And got anc hundreth horſe fra hand. 
And to his preſence brought in haſte, 

And bad the Squyer chooſe the beſt ; 

Of that the Squyer was Sjoxcet 
Andchooſed the beſt as ke ſuppoſed: 
And lap on him deliveredly, 

Was never horſe ran more pleaſantly, _ 
With ſpear and ſword at his command, 


And was the beſt in all that land: 
He took his leave and went to reſt, 
Syn early on the morn kim deft; 


- 


Wantonly in his weirlike weed, 

(87 Allwel armed, favethe head : 

+ Helapupon his Courſer wight, 
And Graight him in his ſtirrops right: 

$ His ſpear and shield, and helm was born, 

& With Squyersthat rode him beforn. 

4 A velyetcap on head he bare, 

+ A quafofgold to hide his hair: 

This Lord of him took ſo great joy, 

That he him ſelfwould him convoy, 

With him an hundreth men of armes - 

That there should no man do him harms, 

{ The Squyer bure into his field, 

An Otter in afilver shield, 

' His horſe was bairded full rightly, 
Covered with Saten Cramehie, 
Then forward rode this Champion, 

*With ſound of trumpet and Clarion : 
And ſpeedily ſpured over the bent, 
Like Mars the god armipotent. 

This leave we riding the Squyer, || 
And . qty wy Talbert maizs 

Which got up early on the morrovy, 
And no manier of geir to borrow, 

- Horſeand harneſs, ſpter and; shield, 

But was ay ready to the field, 

And had ſuch practick into weir, 

' Of our Squyer he took nofear. 

d ſaid unto this Champion, 
rwe come forth ofthis Pavihon, 
is night I ſaw into my dream, 

Which to rehearſe 1 rink great shame. 

Me thought1 ſaw come from the ſea, 

A Otter ridingto me, 

The which was black with a long tail. 

Andcruelly did me affail, 

And beat metill he gart me bleed, 

And drew me backward from my fteed.- 

What this should mean[1 cannot ſay, 

But1weasneverin ſuch a fray: 

His fellow faid think yenot sbame, 

For to giye excdance to a dream. 
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Of Squyer Meldrum. 
eknow itis againſt our faith, 


Therefore go you in your graith, 
And think well through your hugh courage, 
This day ye $hal win'v . 


Then dreſt he him into his gear, 
Wantonly like-a man of wear, 

Which hath both hardineſs and foree, 
And lightly lay upon his horſe. 

His horſe was right bravely, 
Aod covered was _ courtfully, 
With broidered work and velyet green, 


Saint eg ne ns might be ſeen 


On horſe, eſs, and all his gear, 
Then rode he forth witthoutten fear, 


 Convoyed with his Captain, 


And with many an English-man, 
Arrayedall with armour bright; 


| Might no man ſee a fairer ſight. 


Then clarionsand trumpets blew* 


$ And warriours many hither drew, 
} Onevery {ide came many a man 


To behold who the battel wan. 


# The field was in a Meadow 


Where every man might well be ſeen. 
The Heraulds put them ſo in order, 
That no man preaſt within the border, 
Nor preaſtto come withiltthe green, 
But heraulds and the champions keem. 
The order andthe ci ce 
Werelong to put in remembrance; 


"When theſe two noble men of wear, 
' Were well acccounted in their gear, 


And in their hands ſtrongbourdeouns, 
Then trumpets blew andclariouns, 


And heraulds hic on hight: 
Now letthem God s$how FER 
Then ſpeedily a rr hens 


And ranto other with ſuch force,! 
That both their ſpears in ſunder flow: 
Then fajd all oy that ſtood on row, * 
A better courſe then they two ran, 
Wasnot ſince thatthe world Vegan. 
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| ( 14 The Hiftory 


Then both the parties were tejoyced, 
The Champions a while repoſed, 
Till they had gotten ſpears a new, 
Then with triumph the trumpets blew, 
And they with all the force they can, 
Wonder rudely at other ran: 
And ſtroke at other with great ire, 
That from their harneſſe fAasht the fire. 
There ſpears they were ſo teugh and ftrang 
That either other to earth down dang, 
Both horſe and man with ſpear and $shield, 
That flatlings lay into the field. 
Then Maſter Talbert was ashamed : 
Forſooth for everl am defamed, 
And ſaid: that Ihad rather die, 
Without that I revenged be. 
Our young Squyer ſuch was his hap, 
Was firſt on foot and on helap, 
Vpon his horſe without ſupport, 
Of that the Scots took great comfort 
When that they ſaw him ſd fiercely, 
Leap on his horſe ſo palliardly. 
The Squyer lifted the Viſar, 
A little ſpace to take the air: 
They bad him wine, and he it drank, 
Full humbly then he did them thank. 
By that Talbert on horſe was mounted. 
And of the Squyer little counted : 
And cry'd: ;Fhe durſt undertake, 
To run once for his Ladies fake. 
The Squyex cryed hie on hight, 
That shall 1 do by Mary bright : 
I am content all day to rin, 
Till one of us the honour win. 
Of that Talbert was wel! conten:, 
Anda great ſpear in hand he hint : 
The Squyer in his hand hethrong, 
His ſpear that was both great and long, 
With a Sharp head of grounden ſteel, 
Of which he was apyleaſed well. 
That pleaſant field was long and brade, 
| Where gay order and rowm was'mad: 
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0} Squyer Meldrum. 


[That every man might have good __ 
And there was many warlike'Knight : 
'Some men of every Nation, 
Was in that Congregation :; 
Thentrumpets blew triumphantly, 
And theſe two Champions eagerly, 
Spurred their horle with ſpear on breRt, 
'Partly to prove their pith they preſt : 
That round ring room was at utterance 
But Talberts horſe with a miſchance, 
Vitered and to run was loath, 
Wherefore Talbert was wondrous wroth. 
The Squyer forth his ring he ran, 
' Commended well with every man, 
And him diſcharged of his ſpcar, 
Honeſtly like a man of wear, 
Becauſe that ring was run in vain, 
Then Talbert would not run again : 
Till he had gotten a better ſteed, 
Which was brought to him with great ipecd 
Whereon he lap, and took his ſpear, 
As brim as he had been a Bear, 
And boultcd forward with a bend, 
And he ran on to the rings end, 
And ſaw his horſe was at command, 
Then was he blyth I underſtand, 
Truſting no moreto run in vain, 
Then all the trumpets blew again : 
| By that with all the force they can, 
They right rudely at other ran : 
Ofthat meeting 11k man thought wonder, 
Which ſounded like acrack of thunder, 
And none ofthem their marrow miſt, 
| Sit Talberts ſpear in ſunder birſt : 
| Bytthe Squyer went with his burdeon, 
Sir Talbert to the earth dang down. 
That ſtroke was with ſuch might and force, 
That on the ground lay man and horſe, 
And though the bridle-band him bare, 
And inthe breaſt a ſpan and maix : 
Through curions and through glove of plate, 
That Talbe:t might make no debate 
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* 16 TH Hiſtory , 

' The Truncheon of the Squyres 

Stack ſtill into fir Talberrs gear. | 

Thenevery man into that itead, * 

Did all belithe that he was dead, » 

The Squyretap right haſtily, 

From his Courſer delivery, 

And to fir Ta/b+r: made comfort, 

' And right humbly did him ſupport. 

When Talbert ſaw into his 

An Otter in a ſilver fielg:_ 

This race, faid he, 1 mayfore rue, 

For I ſee well my dream is, true: 

* Methought an Otter cauſed me bleed, 
And bare me backward from my ſteed; 

And here vow to God Soveraign, 

That I shall never juſt again. 

And (weetly to the Squyerhe ſaid, 

Thou knoweſt the Cuning that we made, 

Which of us two should loſe the field, 

Heshould both Horſe and Armour yeeld, 

To him that wan: wherefore I will, 

Mine Horſe and Harneſs give thee till. 

Then ſaid the Squyer courteoully, 

Brother I thank you heartfully, 

Of you forſooth nothing 1 crave, 

For I have gotten that | would have 

With every man he » as commended, 

So valiantly hehim detended. 

The Captain of the Eng/:5h band, 

Took the young Squyer by the hand, 

'  Andled himtothe Pavilion, 

! Andcaus'dthem takecollation. 

| » When Talberts wounds were bound up faft, 

The English Captain to him palt, 

And prudently did him comfort : 

Syn ſaid, Brother, Iyou exhort, 


| To take the Squyer by the hand, 


And ſo hedid at his command, 
And ſaid: this been the chance of arras, 
- With that he braſt him in his arms, 
Saying, heartily 1 you forgive, 


And then the $quye: took his leaye. 
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| Commended well with every man, 


Of Sqmger Meldrum, 


Then wightly on his horſe he wan, 
With many a Noble-man convoyed. 
Leave we there Talbert fore annoyed. 
Some ſayes of that diſcomfiture, 

He thought ſuch shame and dizghonour, 
That he departed off the land, 

And never was {cen into England : 
But our Squyer did ſtill remain, 

After the wars, till peace was tane. 
All Captains of the Kings guards, 
Gaveto the $ fr er rich rewards, 
Becauſe he ha ſo well debated, 

With every Noble he was well treated, 
Aiter the wars he too klicence, 

Syn didreturn with diligence, 

From Pticardie to Normandie, 

And there a ſpace remained he: 
Becauſe the Navie of Scotland, 

Was itill upon-the coaſt! 

When he a while had ſojourned, 
Heto the Courtof France turned, 
For to decore his yaſſalage : 


4 From Bartanzie took his voyage t 


With eight ſcore in his company, 
Of valiant wight men and hardy, 
Enarmed well like men ofwear, 


With hagburt,: culvering, pick and ſpear,...- 


And paſſed up through Normandte, 
Till Albiance in Picardie, 
Where noble Letv:s King of Prance, 
Was lyand with his Ordinance. 
With many a Prince and Noble man, 
&nd inthe Court of France wasthan, 
A marvellous Congregation, 
Of many fundry nation : 
Of England many a prudent Lord, 
Afterthe wars making record. 
There was then an Ambaſſadouy, 
ALord, a man of great honour : 
Wuh him was many a Noble Knight, 
Ot Sco/and to defend the right, 

B 


"w#«. 


"$119 


. t- 
18 461 The Hiftory - 


Who gyigied them ſo honeſtly, 
Engliskftnen had them at envy, 
Andp ſed to make them cumber,. 
Becauſe they were of greater number : 
And ſo where ever they yith them met, 
Vpoen the Scots they madk on-ſet: 
Andlike wild Lions furious, 
They laid a ſiege about the houſe, 
Them to deſtroy ſo they intended, 
Our worthy Scots them well defended. 
The ſutheron were ay five tor ane, 
So on each ſide there were men flain. 
The English-men cried in great ire, 
And faid, ſweith ſet the houſe on fire. 
By that the Squyer Meldrum, 
Into the market ſtreet was come, 
With all his folk in good array, 
And ſaw thetown was in a fray, 
He inquired the occaſion. 
Quoth they, the Scots are all put down 
By English-men into their Ins. 

uoth he, I would give all the Bins, 
That I might comeere they departed, 
With that he grew ſo cryel hearted, 
That he was like a wilg Lyon, 
And rudely ran out through the town, 
With all his company-well arrayed, 
And with his bannex yell diſplayed. 
And when they.fay She English rout, 
Cſhey ſet upongthem, with a shour, 
And raird fo rudely on them rushed, 
That fifty to the ground they dushed. 
There was nought but take and.ſlay, 
The Squyer wonders did that day. 
And ftoutly ſtepped inthe tour, 
And dang on them with dints doug 
Was never man bare better hand, 
There might no buckler bide his brand, 
For it was ſeyen quarters lang, 
With that fo derfly on them dang, 
Thatlike a worthy Champion, 
Ay at a rok he Cang dowp one. 


, 
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Some were ill hurt, and ſomewere, ſlain, 
Some fell, and roſe not yet again. 
When that the ſutheron ſaw that light, 


+ Afrayedly they took the flight, 


And wiſt not whereto flie for haſte, 
Thus through thetown he haththem chaſte: 
Were not French-men cameto the redding, 
There had been much more blood shedding. 
Ofthis journey /makean end, 

Which every Nobledid commend. 
When to the King the cafe was known, 
And the ſooth unto him shown, 

How this Squyer ſo'manfully, 

On ſutheron wan the victory, 

He put him into ordinance, 

And fo he did remain in France, 

A certain time for his pleaſure, 

Well eſteemed in great honour, 

Where he did many noble deed, 

With that right wanton in his weed. 
When Ladies knew his hie courage, 

He was deſir'd in marriage, 

By a fair Lady of great rent, 

But youth made him ſo inſolent, 

That he in France would not remain, 
But come to Scotland home again 
The French Ladies did for him mourn; 
The Scots wereglad for his return. 
Atevery Lord he took his leave, 

But his departure did thera grieve: *: 
For he was loved of all wights, 

Who had him ſeen defend their rights. 
Scots Co_—_ did him conyoy, 
Though his departure did them noy. 

At deep he made him for to ſail, 

Where he furnishta gay veſſel, 

For himſelfand his men of weir, 

With artilzie, hagbut, bow and ſpear, 
And furnisht her with good vital, 
Ofthe best wine that he could wyle. 
And when the Ship was ready made, 
fe lay but one day inthe rade, 
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While he got wind ofthe South-eaſt, 
Then they their anker weighed in 
And ſyn made fail, and forwardpaſt, 
One day at morn, till atthe laſt, 
Ofa great ſail they got alight, 
| And Phebus shewed his beams bright, 
Into the morning right early, 
Then paſt the Skipper ſpeedily, 
Vpto the top with a great fear, 
And ſaw it was a man of wear, 
Andcry'd : I ſeenoughtelſe, pardie, 
But we muſt either fight or flie. 
The Squyer was in his bed lying, 
When he heard tell this new tyding- 
By this the Erglish artailzie, 
Like hail-shot made them aſſailzie, 
And ſlopped through their fighting ſails, 
And diverſe dang out over thewails, 
The Scots again with all their might, 
Of Guns they did let flee a flight, 
That they might well ſee where they were, 
Heads and arms flew in the Air. 
The Sts ship 5he was fo low, 
That many Guns out over her flow, 
Which far beyond them lighted down : 
Bat the Eng/:5þ great galyoun, 
Forenent them ſtoo like a great caſtle, 
"That the Scots Guns might no way fail, 
But hit her ay onthe right ſide, 
With many a ſlop for all her pride, 
That many a bift were on their backs. 
Then roſe the reek with ugly cracks, 
W hich on the ſea made ſuch aſourd, 
That in the Air it did redound, 
That men might well wit on the land, 
That ships were on the ſea fightand. 
By this the Guider ſtrak the Ships, 
And either on other laid the clixs: 
- And then began the ſtrong battel, 
Each man his marrow did aflail, 
So rudely they did rush together, 


That none might aold theur feet for fildder, 
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Some with halbert, and ſome with ſpear, 
But hagbuts did the greateſt dear. 

Out ot the top the grounded darts, 

Did diverſe picrce out through the hearts- 
Every man did his diligence, 

Vpon his foe to work vengeance, 
Rushing on cither routs rude, 

That over the walls ranthe blood, 

The Eng/:15h Captains cried hie, 

Sweith, yeeld ye dogs, orye $hall die; 
Anddo yenot, I make avow, 

That Scotland $hall be quit of you. 

Then peartly anſweredthe Squyer, 

And ſaid, O traitor tayverner, 

Llet thee wit, thou haſt no might, 

This day to put usto the flight, 
Theyderfly ay at other _ 

The Squyer thruſted through the thrang, 
And in the Englich $hi he lap, 

And hit the Captain ſuch a flap, 

Vpoen his head, till hefelldoyyn, 
Waltering into adeadtull ſoun. 

And yvhen the Scors ſavv the Squyer, 
Had ſtricken doyya the rank rover, 

They left their ovyn Ship ſtanding vvalt 
And in the Eng/:5h ship in haſte, 

They follovved all their Captain, 

And ſoon vyas all the Sutheron Qlain, 
Hovybeut they vvere of greater number, 
The Scots men putthem wa ſuch cumber, 
That they vyere fain to leavethe field, - 
Crying, mercie, then me hea 

Yet vvas the Squyer {tricking taſk, * 


| At the Captain, till at thelaft, 


vvhen he perceived no remead, 
Either io yeeld, or to be dead, 

He ſaid, O gentle Captain, 

Thole me not to be ſlain; 

My life to you $hall be more priſe, 
Nor £hall my death a thouſand ſyſe; 
For ye may get, as 1 ſuppoſe, 


Three thouland Noblezof the Roſe. 
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| Of me, and of my company, 
Therefore I cry you loud, mercy: 
Except my life, nothing 1 crave, 
' Take you the Ship, andallthelave. 
I yeeld to you both ſword and knife, 
erefore good maſter, fave my life. 
The Squyer took him by the hand, 
And on his feet he gart him ſtand, 
Andtreated him right tenderly, 
Andiyn unto his men did cry; 
Andfn gavethem right ſtrait command, 
To ftxike no more, bur hold their hand. 
Then both the Captains ran and red, 
And ſo thexe was no more blood shed. 
Then all the lave they did them yeeld, 
And to the Scots gave ſvord and shield, 
A nobleLeech the Squyer had, 
Whereof the English host was glad, 
To whom the Squyer gave command, 
The wounded men to take in hand : 
And ſo hedid with diligence, 
Therefore he got good recompence, 
Then when the wounded men were dreſt, 
And all the dying men confeſt, - 
And dead men caſten in the fea, 
Which to behold was great pitie. 
There was ſlain of the English band, 
Five ſcore ot men, 1 undetitand, 
The which were cruel men and- keen, 
And of the Scots were ſlain fifteen. 
And when the English Captain, 
Saw how his men weretaneand(lain, 
And the Scots ſo few in number, 
Had put them in fo great acumber, 
Hedrew into a frenclie, 
Caying, falſe tortunel the defy : 
or I believed this day at morn, 
That he was not in Scotland born, 
That durſt have met me hand to hand, 
Within the bounds of my brand. 
The Squyer bad him make good chear, 
And ſaid, it is the chance ot wear ; 
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Freat Conquerors I you aſſure, 
ath hapned ſuch like adventure: | 
herefore make merry, and go dine, 
ad let us prieve the mighty wine. 
ome drank wine and ſome drank ail, 
yn put the Ships under fail, 
nd wailed forth the English band, 
wo hundreth men and put on land, 
Quietly on the coaſt of Kent, 
he lave in Scotland with him went. 
The English captain as I gueſs, 
e warded was in Blackneſle, 
ind treated him right honeſtly, 
Together with his company, 
held him in that gariſon, 
Till they had payed their ranſome. 
Out through the land then ſprang the fame, 
That Squyer Meldrum was come hame. 
'hen they heard tell how he debated, 
ith every man hewas well treated, 
hat when he travelled through the land, 


= banqueted him fra hand to hand, 
ith great ſolacetill atthelaſt, 
but through Strathern the Suyer paſt: 


nd as it did approach the ni 
dfa Caſtle he got a ſight, 
idea mountain in a vat! : 
ind then after his great travel, 
epurpoſed him ta repole, 
Yhere each man did othim rejoyce. 
'Pfthis triumphant pleaſant place, 
| luſty Lady was miſtreſs, 
hoſe Lord was dead $hort time before, 
Wherefore her dolor was the more: 
ut yet She took ſome comforting, 
0 hear the pleaſantdulce talking, | 
'Pfthis young Squyec and of his chance, 
d how it hapned him in France. 
The Squyer and the Lady gent, 
vid wash, and thento ſupper went , 
During this night there was nought elſes 
Pu forto hear of his noyely 
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og when he _ from Troy, 
not Queen Dido greater joy, 
When hes Carthage did —_— 
And did the ſiege of Troy deſcrive. 
The wonders that he did tehearſe, 
Were longſome forto put in verfe, 
Of which the Lady did rejoice. 
They Drank, and ſyne went to repoſe. 
He faund his chamber well azrayed, 
With dornick work on boord diſplayed: 
Ofvenniſon he had his wail, 
Good aquavity, wine and ail, 
With noble confits, bran and geil : 
And ſo the ſquyer fure right weil, 
Soto hear more of this narration, 
This Lady came to his colation, 
Saying, he was right welcome hame, 
Grand mercy then, quoth-he, Madan. 
They paſtthe time wwttychefFand table 
For he to every game wasabte, 
Then to their beddreyvever wight, 
To chamber vvent the Lady bright, 
The vvhich this ſquyer didconvoy, 
Syne to his bed he vvent vnitjoy. 

hat night he fleeped never avyinie, 
But till did on his Lady think, 
Cupido vvith his fiery dart 
Did pierce him {o out throughrthe hear, 


So all that night did nought bus mourned 


Sometime fate up, and fometrmerurned 
Sighing vvith many gantandgroan, 

To Fair Venus making his moan, 
Saying: Lady, vvlrar may this meen ? 

I vvas a free-man late yeſtreen, 

And novy a captive bounet and thral 

For on that] think fovvre of ali.? 

I pray God ſen she kneyy my mind, * 
Hovy for her ſake1 am fopine& 

Would God 1 had been yerm France, 
Ere 1 had hapned ſuclvmifchance, 

To be ſubjett or ſervitour 

To one that takes of aft no cure. 
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1] 3Ladylodged near haud by, 

| 4 heard the Squyer privily, 

1. ith dreadful heart making his nion* 
ith many a careful gant and gcor ; 
er heart was filled with pity, 
hought she would haye one him mer, 

nd {aid :- How beit I should be (lain, 
{c shall have love for love again, 
ould God 1 might with mine hono{” 
Have him to be my Paramour. 

This was the merry time of May, 

_ this fair Lady fresh and gay, 

art up to take the healthſome azz 

With pantons on her feet a pair, 

= on aclear morning, 


fore fair Phebus up-riling : 
irtle alone vvithoutten cloack, 
_ ſavv the ſquyers door unlock : 
he ſlipped in ereever he vviſt, 
d faincdly paſt to the kit, 
ld vvith her keyes opened the locks, 
d made her to take forth a box : 
Jut that vyas not her errand rhEre. 
With that this Iuſty young ſquyer, 
vv this Lady fo pleaſantly, 
ome to his chamber quyetly, 
n kirtle of fine damask brovvn, 
lergolden trefles hanging dovvn : 
ler paps vvere hard, round and vvkite, 
{hich to behold vyas greatdelite. 
ke the vviute lilly vvas her lyre, 
m hair vvas like the red gold vvyre : 
er Shanks vvhite vvithoutten hoſe, 
Vhereatthe iquyes d14 rejoyce, 
ind 1aid, Valyic quod valyie, 
' pon the Lady novy make aſlailyie. 
ler courtly kirtle vyas unlaiſt, 
ud {on into his arins her braiſt : 
nd faidto her, Madame, good morn, 
«lp me your man that is forlorn, 
rithouty ou get me ſore r2mead; 
thoutten doubt 1 am bur dead, 
C 
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Wheretore ye muſt believe my harms. 
With that he hint her in his arms, 
And talkt with herupon the floor, 
Syn quyetly did bar the door. 


Squyer, quoth she, what is your will? 
Think ye my widow-hoodto ſpill ? 
No, God forbid, it were great-in, 

My Lord andye were near of kin. 
Wherefore I make you ſupplication, 
Paſs and ſeek a diſpenſation, 

Then $hal I wed you with a ring, 

Then $hal you live at your liking, 

For ye are young, luſty and fair, 

And alſo ye are your fathers heir : 
There is no Lady in this land 

May. you refuſe to her husband. 

Andait yelove me, as you ſay, 

Haſte to diſpenſe the beſt ye may : 

And thereto 1 give you mine hand, 

I shal you take to mine husband. 
Quoth he, Till that I may endure, 

I vow to be your ferviture. 

But I think great vexation, 

To tarry upon diſpenſation. 

Then in his arms he did her thrift, 

And either other ſveetly kiſt, 

And wameto wame they other braced, 
With that her kirtle was unlaced. 

Then Cupid with his fiery darts, 
Inflamed ſo thir Lovers hearts, _ 
They mightno manner of way diflever, 
Nor none might part from another, 
But like wood-bind they were both wrapyed, 
There tender!» he hath her happed, 
Full ſoftl7 up nts his bed: _ 
Iudz2cyeitheher shanks shed. 

Alace, quoth she, what may this mean? 
And »ith her hairshe digkt her cen; 

I cannot tell how that they play, 

But | believe she ſays not nay : 

He pl eatcd her, as 1 heatd tain, 

That be was wel ome ay agaii!, 


? 
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ie roſe, and tenderly him kiſt, 

id on nis hands a ring she thrilf, 
nd he gave her a love drurie, 

ring ſet with a rich rubie, 

token that her love for cyer 
hould never {rom thir tv o diſsever 

id then she paſt into her chamber, 
nd fand her maidens ſweet as Lambe:, 
ping full ſound, and nothing wilt 

ow that the Lady paſt to the kift. 

oth they, Madame, where have you beer ? 

oth she, Into my garden green, 
o hear the merry bird; ſong: 
let you wit, I thoughtnot long, 

hogh I had tarried theretill noon, 
oth they, Where is your hoſe and 5shoon : 
y yeed ye with your belly bare? 
oth she, The morning was ſo fair : 
or by him that dear leſus fold, 
felt no wayes any manner of cold. 
woth they, Madame, we think you ſweat. 
oth she, Ye ſee me ſuffer heat, 
ſhe dew did from the flowers fleet, 
at both my limbes are made weet : 
herefore a while 1 will here ly, 
ill this dew dulce be from me dry. 
iſe, and gar make our dinner ready, 
hat Shal be done, quoth they, my Lady. 
ſter that she had tane her reſt, 
he roſe, and in her chamber her dreſt, 
nd after Maſs, to dinner went, 

ten was the ſquyer diligent 

odeclare many ſundry ſtory, 

orthy to put in memory. 

hat shal we of theſe lovers ſay ? 

tallthetime of luſty May, 

hey pait the time with joy and bliſ; 

ull quyetly with many a kiſs. 

here was no creature that knew 

etof theſe Lovers chamber glew : 

dio he lived pleaſantly, 
cena2n ume with this Lady : 
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Sometime with halking and with hunting. 


Sometime with wanton horſe running, 
And ſometimslike a man of wear, 
Full galliardly would run a ſpear: 
Hewan the prize abovethem all, 
Both at the buts, and the foot-ball 
Till every ſolace he was able, _ 

At carts and dyce, at cheſs and table 
And if yeliſt, I shal you tell], 

How that he ſieged a Caſtel : 

A Meſsenger came ſpeedily 

From the Lennox to that Lady, 

And shew how that Mackfarlen, -. 
And with him many bold Bar6hy/, © 


Her Caſtle he had tane perforc 3 64 


And neither left her koi nor hotſe, 
And harried all the land about, 
Whereot this Lady had great doubt. 
Till her {quyer she paſt in haſte, 

And shew him how she was oppreſt, 
And how he waſted many a myle, 
Between Dumbartan and Argyle. 

And whenthe ſquyer Meldrum 

Had heard theſe novels all and ſome, 
Into his heart there grew ſuch ire, 
That all his body burnt in fire, 

And {wore that it should be dear fald, 
Ifhe might find them in that hold. 
He and h:s mcn did them adreſs 

Right haſtily in their harneſs, 

Some with bow, and ſome with ſpears, 
Anq4h:lke Mars the God of wears, 
Cameto the Lady, and took his leave, 


Anc 5he gave him her right hand gloye, 


Tnewhich he on his baſnet bure, 
And ſaid : Madame, I you aſſure, 
That worthy Lancelot Dulake, 

D:d never more for his Ladies fake, 
Norl shal do, orelſe 1 die, 

Without tat ys reverged be-: 

Then in her armes She him braikt, . 
And he tas icavedid take in haſte. 
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d rode that day, and all that night, 

ill on the morn he got a ſight 

dfthat Caſtle both fair and ſtrong: 
hen in the mid his men among, 

o mighty Mars a vow he made, 

hat he should never in heart be glad, 

for yet return forth ofthat land, 

hile that ſtrength were at his command. 
lthe tenants of that Ladie, 

ameto the ſquyer haſtilie, 

1d made an oath of fideliti 

hat they should never from Mm flee. 
When to Mackfa;land wight and bold, 

Theverity all whole was told, 

ow the $4 Meldrum, 

as now into the Countrey come," 

urpoſing for to ſiege that place, 

hen vittelled he that fortreſs, 

id ſwore he should that place defend 

aldly unto his lives end. 

j this the ſquyer was arrayed, 

ith his braid banner bright diſplayed, 
h culvering, hagbut, bow and ſpcar, 

tMackfarland he took no fear, 

id like a Champion couragious, 
cryes, and ſaid; Give over the houſe. 

he Captain anſwered highly, 

nd aid : Traitor, we thee defy : 

eshal remain the houſe within, 
odeſpitc ofall thy kin :+ 

ith that the archers bold and wight, 

braid arrows let fleca flight, 

nongſt the ſquyers3company, 

drhey again right markalte, 

ith hagbut, bow, and eulyerine, 

Fhich put Mackfatlands men to pine, 

d on their collers laid tull ſicker, 

| there began the bailful bickar. 

ere was but shot and shot again, 
on each ſidethere were men lain. 

n cry'd the ſquyer couragious: 

"jth, lay the ladder to the houſe. 
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And fothey did, and cleam belyve, 
As buſic Bees do to their hyve : 
Howbeitthere was ſlain many a man, 
Yet wightly over the walls they wan. 
The ſquyer foremoit ofthem all, 
Planted the banner upon the wall ; 
And then began the morral fry : 
There was nought elſe but take and (lay. 
Then Mackfarland that made the praite, 
From time he ſaw the ſquyers face, 
Vpon his knees he did him yeeld, 
Delivering him both ſpear and $hiel!d. 
The ſquyer him heartily received, 
Commanding that he shonld be ſaved ; 
And fo did flake that mortal tead, 
So that no man was put to dead. 
In free ward was Mackfartand ſeaſed, 
Andletthe lave go wherethey pleaſed, 
And ſo the ſquyer amorous, 
Sieged and wan the Ladies houſe, 
And left therein a Captain, 
Synto Strathern return'd again, 
Where that he with his fair Lady, 
Received was right pleaſantly, 
- Andtotakereſt did him conyoy : 
Iudge yeifthere was mitth and joy : 
Howbeit the chamber door was cloſed, 
They did but kiſs, as 1 ſuppoſed : 
If _—_ things werethem between, 
Let them diſcover that lovers been, 
ForTam notin love expert, 
And never ſtudied in that Art. 
Thus they remained in merrineſs, 

Believing never to have diſtreſs. 
In that meantime the Lady fair, 
A daughter to the {quyer bare : 
None found was fairer of viſage. 

hentook the ſquyerſuch courage, 

ainſt the merry time of May, 

Thirty he put in his luferay, 
In ſcarlet green, and that right fine, 
Which is a ſeemly ſight to beſeen. 
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The Gentle-men n all that land, 
Vereglad with him to make a band, 
d he would gladly take their parts 
ad not deſiring but their hearts. 
hus lived the ſquyer ane = 
With muſick and with menſiraly : - 
Ofthis Lady he was ſo glad, 
here might no ſorrow make him fad : 
Ilk one d1d other conſolation, 
Tarrying upon diſpenſation. 
Had it come home, he had her bruiked, 
But ere it came, he was miſcuiked, 


{Andall his game he hong full dear, 
4As ye at length shal after 


ear. 
Of worldly joy it was well kend, 

That ſorrow been the fatal end : 

For jealouſic and falſe envy 

Did him perſae right cruelly. 

I marvel not though it be ſo, 

For they were ever Lovers fo, 
Wherethrough ske ſtood in many a tour, 
And ay defended his honour. 

Acruel Knight dwelt near hand by, 
Which had the ſquyer at enyy, 
Imagining into his heart, 

How he theſe Lovers might depart : 
And would have had hic marriand, 

A Gentle-man within his land, 

The which to him was not in blood, 
But finally for to conclude, 

Thereto she would never conſent : 
There fore the Knight ſet his intent, 
This noble {quyer tor to defiroy, 

And ſwore he should never have joy 
Intil his heart without remead, 
Till one ofthem wereleft for dead. 
This valiant ſquyer manfully, 

[n earneſt an LG did him defy, 
Offering hamſelt for to aſſail, 

Body for body in battel. 

The Kmight thereto not condeſcended, 


But ro betray lum ay intended. 
So 
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Lo it ei! ance npona day, 

'n Edinburgh, as1 heard fay, 

Che ſquyer and the Lady true, 

Were there juſt matter to purſue. 

"Thar cruel Knight full of envy, 

Cauſd hold on them a ſecret ſpy, 

When he should paſs out of the town. 
tor this ſquyers confuſion : 

"X ho truited no man should him grieve, 
Nor of treaſon had no believe: 

And took his licence of his hoſt, 
Andliberally did pay his coſt, 

And i departed blyth and merry, 

With purpoſe to pals over the Ferry. 

He was but eight men in his rout, 

For of danger he had no doubr. 

The ſpy came to the Knight anone, 

And him informed how they were gone; 
Then gathered he his men on hie, 
With threeſcore in his companie, 
Accounted well in feir of wear : 

Some had their bow, and ſome had ſpear, 
And on the {quyer followed faſt, 

Till they did ſee him at the latt, 

With all his men well arrayed, 
Ofcruel men nothing afrayed. 

And when the Lady faw the rout, 

God wot if she was in great doubt. 

uoth she : Yourenemies 1 lee, 

Therefore, ſweet heart, 1 rid you flee : 
In the Countrey I will be kend. 
Yeareno party to defend : 

Yeknow yon Knights cruelty, 

That in his heart hath no mercy : 

It is but one that he would have : 

herefore, dear heatt, your ſelf ye ſave: 

T owbeit they take me with his train, 
Hhal be ſoon at you again, 

For ye were never ſo hard fed. 
Madame, quoth he, be ye not red, 
For by the holy Trinitie, 
This day one foot 1 will not flec. 
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And be he had ended his word, 
He drew along two-handed fivord, 
And put his eight men in array, 

And bade that they shonld take no fray. 
Then to the ſquyer cry'd the Knight, 
And aid : Send methy Lady bright: 
Nv thou not ſo, by God his croſs, 

! hal her take away perforce. 

Ti:e ſquyer ſaid : Be thoua Knight, 
Come forth to me, and $hew thy right, 
Put hand for hand without redding, 
That there be no more blood shedding: 
And ifthouwin me in the field, 

1 sha1l my Lady to thee yeeld. 

The Knight durſt not for all his land, 
Fight with the ſquyer hand for hand. 
The ſquyer heTaw no remead : 

But either to fight, orto bedead, 

To heaven he lift up his viſage, 

Crying to God with hie courage : 

To thee my quarzel I do commend, 
Syn bouted forward with a bend, 

With countenance both bold and ſtout, 
He rudely rushed in that rout, 

With him his little company, 

Which them defended mantfully. 

The {quyer with his birnisht brand. 
Amongſt his fo men made ſuch hand, 
That Gadifer, as ſayestheletter, 

At Gadders Ferry fought never better. 
His fword ke ſwapped him abour, 

That he great row m made him about. 
Andlikea man that was deſpaired, 

His weapons ſo on them he wared: 
Whom ever he hit, as 1 heard fay, 

They did him no more dear that day : 
Who evercame within his bounds, 
Eſcaped not but mortal wounds ; 


Some mutilate were, and ſome were ſlain, 


Some fled, and came not yet again. 
He hat the Knight about the brees, 
Till he fell forwards on his knees ; 
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Were not Thom Giftard did him ſave, 

The Knight had ſoon bcen in his grave? 

But when the ſquyer with his brand 

Hat Thomas Giftard on the hand, 

From that time forth during his life, 

He never wailed ſvord nor knife. 

Then came a ſort as brim as Beats, 

That on him faſtned fifteen ipears, 

In purpoſe to have born him doyn : 

Fut he a forcy Champion, | 

Amongſt the wight men wrought great w@rider, 

For all the ſpears he cut aſunder. -:. © 

None durſt come near him hand forhand, 

Within the bounds of his brand. 

This worthy ſquyer couragious, 

Might been compared to Tydeus, , _.. 

. Which fought for to defend his rights, =» 

And ſlew of Thieves fifty Knights, 

Rolland with Durendal his bright brand. 

Fought never better hand for hand. 

Nor Gawen againſt Gollibras, . 

Nor Oliver againſt Pharambras : 

I wot he fought that day as well, 

As did Sir Graham againſt Gray-fteel, 

And I dare ſay, he was as able, 

As any Knight in the Round table; 

And did his honor more adyance. 

Nor any of theſe Knights perchance, 

* ThewiichlI offer me to-prove, 

1i that ye pleaſe, Sirs, with your leave. 
Amongſt thoſe Knights was made a band, 

That they should fight both hand for hand, 

Aſſured that there should come no mo : 

With this ſquyer it ſtood not ſo. 

His ſtalwart tour who would deſcrive, 

Againſt one manthere was ay five. 

When that this cruel tyrant Knight 

Saw the ſquyer ſo wonder wight, 

And had no might him:to deſtroy, 

Into his heart there grew ſuch noy, 

That he was able ſor to rage, 

| That no man might his ire aſswage. 
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Fy on us, ſaid he to his men, 

Sen we are ay againſt one ten : 

Chaip he away, we are aschamed, 

Like cowards ne $hal bedefamed, 

I had rather be in hells pain, 

Ere he should ſcapefrom us unſlain. 

And called three of his r= "Hs 

Said, Paſs behind him quietly, 

And o they did right ſecretly, 

And came behind him cowardly, 

And hackedon his hoghs and thies, 

Till that he fell upan his knees: 

And when his shanks wereshorn in ſunder, 
V»on his knees he wrought great wonder, 
Swipand his ſword round about, 


Not having of his death no day 


Durſt none approach withifqQmang #5» 
Till that his cruel montal w&w .. 

Bled fo till he did lay in ſvown, ' 
Perforce behaved him, then fell down; 
And when he lay upon the ground, 

They gave him raany cruel wound, 

That men on far might hearthe knocks, 
Like Butchers hacking on thei ſocks, 


And finally without remegd;.; -. _- 
They left him lying there fordead;: © , 
With mo wounds with ſword and knife, 
Then ever man that had his life.. 

What should I of thir traitors ſay ? 

When ans had done, they fled away : 
But then this luſty Lady tair, 

With dolent heart she made.ſuch care, 
Which was great pitty to rehearſe, 

And longſome for to put in verſe: 

With tears the washt his bloody face, 
Sighing with many land, alace. 

Alace, quoth $she, that I was born, 

In my quarrel thou art forlorn, 

Shal never man after this hour, 

Of my body have more pleaſure: 

For thou was gem of gentleneſs, 

And very well of workings. 
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Were not Thom Giftard did him ſave, 

The Knight had ſoon bcen in his grave? 

But when the ſquyer with his brand 

Hat Thomas Giffard on the hand, 

From that time forth during his life, 

He never wailed ſyord nor knife. 
Thencame a ſort as brim as Bears, 

That on him faſtned fifteen ipears, 

In purpoſeto have born him doyyn : 

Fut hea forcy Champion, 

Amongſ the wight men wrought great worider, 
For all the ſpears he cut aſunder. -;. © ©. 
None durſt come near him hand forhand, 
Within the bounds of his brand. 

This worthy ſquyer couragious, 

Might been compared to Tydeus, , _., 
| . Which fought for to defend his rights, +» 
And ſlew of Thieves fifty Knights, 

Rolland with Durendal his bright brand. 
Fought never better hand for hand. 

Nor Gawen againſt Gollibras, . 

Nor Oliver againſt Phacambras : 

I wot he fought that day as well, 

As did Sir Graham againſt Gray-ſteel!, 

And I dare fay, he was as able, 

As any Knight in the Round table ; 

And did his honor more adyance. 

Nor any of theſe Knights perchance, 


* Thewiuichl1 offer me to-prove, 


1i that ye pleaſe, Sirs, with your leave. 
Amongſt thoſe Knights was made a band, 

That they should fight both hand for hand, 

Aſſured that there should comeno mo : 

With this ſquyer it ſtood not ſo. 

His ſtalwart tour who would deſcrive, 

— one manthere was ay five. 

When that this cruel tyrant Knight 

Saw the ſquyer ſo wonder wight, 

And 1dno m_ him-to deſtroy, 

Into his heart there grew ſuch noy, 

That he was able for to rage, 

| That no man might his ire aſswage. 
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Fy on us, ſaid he to his men, 

Sen we areay againſt one ten : 

Chaip he away, we are ashamed, 

Like cowards ne $hal bedefamed, 

I had rather be in hells pain, : 

Ere he should ſcapefrom us unſlain. 

And called three ofhis company, 

Said, Paſs behind him quietly, 

And ſo they did right ſecretly, 

And came behind him cowardly, 

And hacked on his hoghs andthies, 

Till that he fell upan his knees : 

And when his shanks were shorn in ſutder, 
Vyon his knees he jw great wonder, 
Swipand his ſword round about, 


Not having of his death no 
Durſt none approach withi 
Till that his cruel mortal w 
Bled fo till he did lay in ſvown, A 
Perforce behaved him, then fell down; 4 


And when he lay upon the ground, 

They gave him raany cruel wound, 

That men on far might hearthe knocks, 
Like Butchers hacking on thei ocks, 
And finally without remegad;.; -.- _- 
They left him lying there fordead,: © , * 
With mo wounds with ſword and knife, 
Then ever man that had his life. 

What should I ofthir traitors ſay ? 

When they had done, they fled away : 

But then this luſty Lady tair, 

With dolent heart she made.ſuch care, 
Which was great pitty to rehearſe, 

And longſome for to put in verſe: 

With tears the washt his bloody face, 
Sighing with many loud, alace 

Alace, quoth she, that I was born, 

In my quarrel thou art forlorn, 

Shal never man after this hour, 

Of my body have more pleaſure: 

For thou was gem of gentleneſs, 

And very well of worthineſs The 
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Then to the earth he rushed down, 
And lay into adeadly ſwown. 
By that the Regent of the Land, 
From Edinburgh came faſt ridand, 
Sir-Antonie Derſie was his name, 
A Knight of France, a man of fame, 
Waich had the guiding hallilie 
Vnder lohn Duke of Albanie, 
Which was to our young King tutor, 
And ofall Scotland Governor, 
Our King was but five years of age, 
That time when done was this outrage. 
When this good'knight the ſquyer ſaw 
Thas lying intil his dead-thraw, 
Wo is me, quoth he, to ſee this fight 
Onthee, which w and wight : 
Would God that ſr ith thee, 
As thou in Fiance ith me, 
Into the land of Picardie, 
When English-men had great envie 
To have me ſlain, fo they intended ; 
Bat manfully thou me defended, 
And valiantly did faye my life : 
Was never man with ſword nor knife, 
Nor'Hercules, I dare well ſay , 
That ever fought better on a day, 
Deſending me within a ſtound, 
Thou dang feil Sutheron to the ground. 
I may make thee no help, alace! 
Br:r 1 shal follow after the chaſe, 
= ſpeedilie both day and night, 
Till 1 may get thateruel knight : 
I makea vow, if 1 may him get, 
Intil a priſon T$hal him fet : 
And when I hear thatchon bees dead, 
Then shal mine hands ſtrike off his head. 
With that he gave his ho#fethe ſpurs, 
And ſpeedily flew over the fiirs, 
He and his guard, with all their might : 
They ran till they overtvokrhe Knight. 
When he approacht, they lighted down, 


ad likea valiant Champion, 
Wy 
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Hetook thetyrant priſoner, 

And ſent him backward ro Dumbar, 
And there remained in priſon, 

A ceartain time in that dungeon. 

Let him ly there with meikle care, 
And ſpeak we of our kind {quyer, 

Of whom we cannot ſpeak but good. 
When he lay bathing in his blood, 
His friends, and his Lady tair. 

They made for him ſik dule and care, 
Which were great pity to deplote. 
Ofthat matter Il ſpeak no more. 
They ſend for Leeches haſtily, 

Syn bure his body tenderly, 

To lodge into a fair lodging, 

Where he recewed medicine : 

the greateſt Leeches of the iand, 
Came all co him without command * 
And a!l praftiſes on hum proved, 
Becaul* he was lo well beloved. 
Tihcoy tc ok inhand his life to fave, 


A (,em gave what they would gave? 
Eur 1 -+45ton z lay 1nto pain, 

He 0 be a Chirurgian : 

And 5 ratural ingine, 

He ane th artof medicine. 

He 1av 1 2: his body wrought, 
Waeret”:c ic [rience wasdear bought. 
But aur 1.4 when he was hail, 

He ipac<< 1-1 he: colt nortravel, 

To prove 115 pratifes on the poor, 

Ana on them proved nany a cure, 


Or his 2xpen ics wirrhuut remead 
Ot money hetook no regard: 
Tetiomething «ill ve commend mait, 
Ottnis Lady that made ſuch care, 
Which to the ſquye: was more pain, 
Nor all his wounds in certain, 
And chen his friends did conclude, 
Becaule she might do him no good, 
That she might take her leave and g9 
Tohker Countrey, and she did ſo.” 
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But theſe lovers met never again, 
Which to them wasa laſting pain : 
For she againſt her will was married, 
 Wherethrough her weird she dayly waried : 
How beit her body was abſent, 
Her tender heart wasay preſent, 
Both night and day with her Squyer. 
Was never creature made ſuch care 
Penelope for Vliſles, 
I wot had nogreater diſtreſs: 
Nor Crefleid for true Troylus, 
Was nottenth part ſo dolorous. 
I wot it was againſt her heart. 
That she did from her love depart. 
Helen had not ſo meikie noy, 
When $he perforce was brought to Troy. 
I leave her then with heart full ſore, 
And ſpeak now of our ſquyer more. 
When this Squyer was hail and ſound, 
And ſoftly nnght go on the ground, 
To the Regent he did complain, 
But the Regent was over ſoon ſlain, 
By David Hume of Wedderburn, 
The which cauſd many French men mourn 
For there was not more Noble Knight, 
More valiant, more wiſe, more oieke : 
And ſoon after that cruelty, 
The Knight was ſet at liberty, 
Who had that Squyer ſore oppreſt, 
SO was this matter not redreſt, 
Becauſe the King was young of age, 
Then tyrants reigned in their rage ; 
But after» ards, as I heard ſay, 
On Striviling bridge upon a day, 
This Knight was lain with cruelty, 
And that day got no more mercy, 
Nor he gave to our young Squyer : 
I fay no more, let him ly there. 
For cruel men ye may well ſee, 
They end ofttimes with crueltie. 
For Chriſt to Peter ſaid this word, 
Who ever ſtriketh with the ſivord. 
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That man Should be with a (word lain : 
That ſay is ſooth, 1 tell you plain, 

He means who ſtrikethcruelly, 
Againit the law without mercy. 

But this Squyer to none offended, 
But mantully himſelf defended. 
Was never man with ſ-ord nor knife, 
May fave their honour and their life, 
As did the Squyer all his dayes, 

With many terrible aftrayes : 

Would 1 at length his life declare, 

I might well write another quaire ; 
But at this time I may not mend it, 
But show you how the Squyer ended 
Theredwel: in Fife an aged Lord, 
That of the Squyer heard record. 
That did deſire night heartfully, 

To have him in his company : 

And ſent for him with diligence, 
And he came with obedience, 

And longtime did with him remain, 
Of whom this aged Lord was fain. 
Wiſe men deſire moſt commonly, 
Wiſe men into their company : 

For he had been in many land, 


.In Flanders, France, and in England, 


Wheretforcthe Lord gave him the cue 
Of his houshold, I you aſſure: 

And in his hall chief marshal, 

And auditour to his compts all. 

He was a right courtician, 

And in the law a Praftician, 
Wherefore enduring this Lords life, 


' 'Sherift depute he was in Fife. 


To every man an equal Iudge, 
And to the poor he was refuge : 
And with juſtice did them ſupport, 
And cur'd their {ores with great comfort : 
For as 1 did rchearle before, 

Ot medicine he took thelore, 
When he {aw the Chirurgience, 
Vpon hun do their diligence. 
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Expericnce made him pertite, 
Andot the ſcience took great d7lite, 
That he did many thrifty cure, 
And ſpecia!ly upon the poor, 
Without reward or his expence, 
Without regard or xecompence : | 
To gold, to filyer, ortoxent, 
Thisnoble Squyer took little tent : 
Ofall this wer!d no more he craved, 
So that his honour might be ſayed : 
Andevery year, for his ſake, 
A royal banquet would he make: 
And that he made on the Sunday, 
Proceeding to Ashwedneſday, 
With fowles, venniſon and wine, 
With tart, and flame, aud fentage fine, 
Of bran, and geil chere was no ſcant, 
And hipocras he did not want, 
I have ſeen fitting at his table, 
Both Lords and Lairds honourable, | 
With Knights and 1nany a gay Squyer, | 
Which weretoo long for to declare, | 
With mirth, muſick mentiically, 
All this he did for his Lady : 
And for her ſake during has life, 
Would never be wedded to a wite, 
And when he did decline to age, 
He never failed in his courage : 
Ofantick ſtories for to tell, 
Above all other he did precel. 
- Evenſo that very creature, | 
To hear him fpeak they too!: pleaſure. 
- Butall his deeds honourable, X | 
Forto deſcrivel am not able. 
* Ofevery man he was cozamended, "| 
And as he lived ſo he ended, 
Pleaſantly, whike he might endure, 
Till dreadfull death came to his door, 
-- Andcruelly with mortal dart, 
_ Stake this kind Squyer through the heart. 
” His ſeul with joy angelical, += 
Faft to the heavens imperial. a 
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